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Book enthusiasts, when you need a new book to check out, discover the book Losing The News: The
Future Of The News That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones
right here. Never fret not to find just what you require. Is the Losing The News: The Future Of The News
That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones your required book currently?
That's true; you are really a great viewers. Thisis a best book Losing The News: The Future Of The News
That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones that comes from great author
to show you. The book Losing The News: The Future Of The News That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of
American Democracy) By Alex Jones provides the very best encounter and lesson to take, not only take, yet
additionally learn.

From Publishers Weekly

Pulitzer Prize journalist Jones (coauthor of The Patriarch) argues that the demise of the newspaper industry is
corroding the iron core of information that is at the center of a functioning democracy. Increasingly, he
contends, what is passed off as news is actually entertainment; puff pieces have replaced the investigative
reporting that allows citizens to make informed decisions. We seem poised to be a nation overfed but
undernourished, a culture of people waddling around, swollen with media exposure, and headed toward an
epidemic of social diabetes, he writes. Sifting through a history of the media that touches on such
technological improvements as the Gutenberg press and the telegraph, Jones focuses on the Internet and the
damage he believes it has wrought on print newspapers. Weaving in the story of his own family's small
newspaper in Tennessee, Jones presents an insider's look at an industry in turmoil, calling plaintively for a
serious examination of what a nation loses when its newspapers fold. Unfortunately, he offers few answers
for saving print journalism, but his compelling narrative will incite some readers to drum up solutions of
their own. (Aug.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Thoughtful."--New Y ork Times Book Review

"An impassioned call to action to preserve the best of traditional newspaper journalism.”--The San Francisco
Chronicle

"Penetrating analysis of an industry in turmoil."--The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette



"In a style both compellingly personal and fully professional, Jones provides a concise social history of
news, ethics and First Amendment issues. He then grapples with some fundamental questions. Is news, as
presented by professional journalists, as essential to democracy as we tell ourselves? Can it survive on its
own in a marketplace where the advertising subsidy is waning and the accompanying entertainment
segments are being unbundled and peddied separately?' --American Journalism Review

"Alex Jones's Losing the News is an important book. It is insightful and highly readable, at alevel only a
great journalist and master storyteller such as Jones could achieve with this subject. Thisisn't a book for or
about just journalists and their profession. It's must reading for all Americans who care about our country's
present and future. Analysis, commentary, scholarship and excellent writing, with a strong, easy-to-follow
narrative about why you should care, makes this a candidate for one of the best books of the year."--Dan
Rather

"No one knows more about journalism than Alex Jones. No one watches it more scrupulously. No one cares
more deeply for its future. Losing the News also proves that no one writes of the subject more persuasively
or more beautifully. Journalism could have no surer champion."--Roger Rosenbl att

"Drawing on his unique experiences as a prize-winning reporter, director of the major center on politics and
the press, and fourth generation of a newspaper-owning family, Alex Jones provides an authoritative account
of why journalism is vital, how it has lost its bearings, and which can be done to reinvigorate this essential
foundation of a democratic society."--Howard Gardner, Harvard University

"Losing the News reviews the role of news media in a democracy to set the stage for chapters assessing
particular aspects. These include discussion of the fragile First Amendment, objectivity's last stand, media
ethics, the curious story of news, the crumbling role of traditional newspapers, the newer media, and what
can - and should - happen." --Communication Booknotes Quarterly

About the Author

Alex S. Jones is one of the nation's most frequently cited authorities on media issues. He covered the press
for The New Y ork Times from 1983 to 1992 and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1987. For the past eight
years he has been Director of Harvard University's Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public
Policy and is the Laurence M. Lombard Lecturer in the Press and Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy
School. Heis co-author with Susan E. Tifft of The Patriarch: The Rise and Fall of the Bingham Dynasty and
The Trust: The Private and Powerful Family Behind The New York Times, which was a finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle award. He has been host of National Public Radio's On The Media, and host
and executive editor of PBSs Media Matters .
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Losing The News: The Future Of The News That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American
Democracy) By Alex Jones When creating can alter your life, when writing can improve you by offering
much cash, why don't you try it? Are you still very baffled of where understanding? Do you still have no
suggestion with exactly what you are visiting write? Now, you will certainly require reading Losing The
News: The Future Of The News That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex
Jones A great writer is an excellent reader simultaneously. Y ou can define exactly how you create depending
on what books to check out. This Losing The News: The Future Of The News That Feeds Democracy
(Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones can assist you to address the issue. It can be one of the
appropriate sources to establish your creating ability.

If you obtain the printed book Losing The News:. The Future Of The News That Feeds Democracy
(Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones in on-line book store, you may additionally discover
the very same problem. So, you must relocate store to store Losing The News. The Future Of The News That
Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones and also search for the readily
available there. However, it will certainly not happen right here. The book Losing The News: The Future Of
The News That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones that we will
certainly supply here is the soft documents principle. This is what make you could easily discover and get
this Losing The News: The Future Of The News That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American
Democracy) By Alex Jones by reading this site. Our company offer you Losing The News: The Future Of
The News That Feeds Democracy (Institutions Of American Democracy) By Alex Jones the best item,
aways and always.

Never question with our offer, considering that we will constantly provide just what you require. As similar
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easy. Merely click as well as download, you can possess the Losing The News: The Future Of The News
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In Losing the News, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Alex S. Jones offers a probing look at the epochal
changes sweeping the media, changes which are eroding the core news that has been the essential food
supply of our demacracy.

At atime of dazzling technological innovation, Jones says that what stands to be lost is the fact-based
reporting that serves as a watchdog over government, holds the powerful accountable, and gives citizens
what they need. In a tumultuous new media era, with cutthroat competition and panic over profits, the
commitment of the traditional news media to serious news is fading. Indeed, as digital technology shatters
the old economic model, the news media is making a painful passage that is taking a toll on journalistic
values and standards. Journalistic objectivity and ethics are under assault, as is the bastion of the First
Amendment. Jones characterizes himself not as a pessimist about news, but a realist. The breathtaking
possibilities that the web offers are undeniable, but at what cost? Pundits and talk show hosts have persuaded
Americans that the crisisin news is bias and partisanship. Not so, says Jones. The real crisisisthe erosion of
theiron core of news, something that hurts Republicans and Democrats alike.

Losing the News depicts an unsettling situation in which the American birthright of fact-based, reported
newsisin danger. But it isalso acall to armsto fight to keep the core of news intact.
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"Thoughtful ."
--New York Times Book Review

"Animpassioned call to action to preserve the best of traditional newspaper journalism."
--The San Francisco Chronicle

"Must reading for all Americans who care about our country's present and future. Analysis, commentary,
scholarship and excellent writing, with a strong, easy-to-follow narrative about why you should care, makes
this a candidate for one of the best books of the year."

--Dan Rather
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corroding the iron core of information that is at the center of a functioning democracy. Increasingly, he
contends, what is passed off as news is actually entertainment; puff pieces have replaced the investigative
reporting that allows citizens to make informed decisions. We seem poised to be a nation overfed but
undernourished, a culture of people waddling around, swollen with media exposure, and headed toward an
epidemic of social diabetes, he writes. Sifting through a history of the media that touches on such
technological improvements as the Gutenberg press and the telegraph, Jones focuses on the Internet and the
damage he believes it has wrought on print newspapers. Weaving in the story of his own family's small
newspaper in Tennessee, Jones presents an insider's look at an industry in turmoil, calling plaintively for a
serious examination of what a nation loses when its newspapers fold. Unfortunately, he offers few answers
for saving print journalism, but his compelling narrative will incite some readers to drum up solutions of
their own. (Aug.)
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"In a style both compellingly personal and fully professional, Jones provides a concise social history of
news, ethics and First Amendment issues. He then grapples with some fundamental questions. Is news, as
presented by professional journalists, as essential to democracy as we tell ourselves? Can it survive on its
own in a marketplace where the advertising subsidy is waning and the accompanying entertainment
segments are being unbundled and peddied separately?' --American Journalism Review

"Alex Jones's Losing the News is an important book. It is insightful and highly readable, at alevel only a
great journalist and master storyteller such as Jones could achieve with this subject. Thisisn't a book for or
about just journalists and their profession. It's must reading for all Americans who care about our country's
present and future. Analysis, commentary, scholarship and excellent writing, with a strong, easy-to-follow
narrative about why you should care, makes this a candidate for one of the best books of the year."--Dan
Rather

"No one knows more about journalism than Alex Jones. No one watches it more scrupulously. No one cares
more deeply for its future. Losing the News also proves that no one writes of the subject more persuasively
or more beautifully. Journalism could have no surer champion.”--Roger Rosenblatt



"Drawing on his unique experiences as a prize-winning reporter, director of the major center on politics and
the press, and fourth generation of a newspaper-owning family, Alex Jones provides an authoritative account
of why journalism is vital, how it has lost its bearings, and which can be done to reinvigorate this essential
foundation of a democratic society."--Howard Gardner, Harvard University

"Losing the News reviews the role of news media in a democracy to set the stage for chapters assessing
particular aspects. These include discussion of the fragile First Amendment, objectivity's last stand, media
ethics, the curious story of news, the crumbling role of traditional newspapers, the newer media, and what
can - and should - happen." --Communication Booknotes Quarterly

About the Author

Alex S. Jones is one of the nation’'s most frequently cited authorities on media issues. He covered the press
for The New York Times from 1983 to 1992 and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1987. For the past eight
years he has been Director of Harvard University's Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public
Policy and is the Laurence M. Lombard Lecturer in the Press and Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy
School. He is co-author with Susan E. Tifft of The Patriarch: The Rise and Fall of the Bingham Dynasty and
The Trust: The Private and Powerful Family Behind The New York Times, which was a finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle award. He has been host of National Public Radio's On The Media, and host
and executive editor of PBS's Media Matters .

Most helpful customer reviews

37 of 38 people found the following review helpful.

Interesting At Times

By To Be Simple

There is no question that Alex S. Jones has more than enough credentials to write a book such as"Losing the
News." His vast experience at a variety of levelsin the field of journalism, combined with his sense of
thoughtfulness, make for an author who should excel at penning a book on the history and future of the news.
"Losing the News," succeeds at times, but also falls short to some extent in giving an accurate analysis of the
current newspaper crisis.

First off, this book will prove to be a valuable read for people who have little to no knowledge of the role of
print mediain America over the decades. Jones skillfully explains how print journalism has evolved over the
years, and why it has been important for the survival of democracy. However, there is not any
groundbreaking information presented for people already familiar with such areas.

The most interesting aspect of Jones' book is his discussion of the erosion of the iron core of "accountability"
news. Jonesis highly critical of the television news' propensity to offer up opinionated talking heads in place
of solid news reporting. He also is critical of the increase, over the years, by media outlets to stray away from
hard news, and instead do more reporting of personal interest and entertainment stories. His argument is that
this phenomenon |eaves people less informed, therefore weakening democracy on the whole.

Jones also discusses in detail the concept of "citizen journalism" brought on by the Internet. He obviously
feels that the proliferation of blogs and nontraditional news web sites are a threat to traditional journalism.



Jones strongly believes that in order to be called a journalist, one needs to be trained as a journalist. He
states, "The concepts of citizen journalism and soliciting reader input are hot at newspapers, which are
looking for ways to engage people as well as to capitalize on the expertise that is undeniably out there. But
that is not journalism | seeit." Additionally, he speaks on the subject of how to finance journalists in an age
of declining newspaper revenues and increase in news on the Internet that is free to users.

There are a couple of problems | have with "Losing the News." First, Jones does not attribute nearly enough
importance to the filtering of news by the corporate interests of the owners of media sources. Perhaps the
reason for the large rise in citizen journalism is because the traditional news sources are indeed filled with
fluff and are negligent in giving unbiased hard news and solid investigative journalism. This leads me to my
second criticism -- how does Jones think the news can be saved? Jones' prescription for saving the newsiis,
"Journalists must hold fast and persevere. Owners must do the right thing. And citizens and news consumers
must notice and demand the news that they need." Well, that is a nice thought, but far from practical advice
as to how to save the news as Jones desires. Anyone with a reasonable level of understanding of the
economics and technological change in the news business can immediately see that Jones' prescription is
fanciful at best.

In closing, "Losing the News" does serve as a good primer for learning a basic history of journalism in
America. It also raises some good questions about the direction the news has taken over the decades,
especially more recently with the rise of the Internet. Unfortunately, thereis a glossing over of the magnitude
of corporate control of the media, which in turn leads to some significant errors in diagnosing some of the
pressing problems in the media, as well as the prescription to remedying these problems.

22 of 27 people found the following review helpful.

Must Read

By J. Soller

Losing the News challenges the reader to assess the importance of news---its purpose, content, value,
delivery and business mechanisms, and ethics. And, in that assessment, the reader reevaluates the importance
of hisor her responsibility asan “every day' American citizen and consumer of mediainformation.

Who is this reader Alex S. Jones addresses? In keeping with major themes of the text---how news interacts
with democracy, Jones writes this book for those who love to read print newspapers, for those who are
connected to news electronically, for lovers of US history, government, ethics, and all social sciences, for
newspaper people and journalists, elected officials, policy makers, and private citizens. The wise teacher or
professor who wishes to deliver a dynamic, thought-provoking, provocative (and, probably, the most popular
on campus) course will use this book as atext.

But, most of al, Losing the Newsis for people who love good books. Written by a master storyteller, the
prose is gorgeous. Jones' style empowers the reader to enjoy the book from his or her unique experience.

| noticed the Amazon release date for Losing the News is August 19; a very fitting date as it is the birthday
of the great 20th century British writer and fierce journalistic defender of freedom, Bernard Levin, CBE.
Whether your purchaseis print or Kindle (ironic chuckle), Losing the News by Alex S. Jonesis amust read.

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful.

"the nation's traditional news organizations are being transformed into tabloid news organizations..." (p. 51)
By DWD's Reviews

Alex S. Jonesisajournalist who has just about seen it al: he has owned and managed a paper, he has written
features, he won a Pulitzer Prize, he has taught journalism, he has done radio journalism and he has written
severa books. He knows of what he writes.



Jones is concerned about the evolution of news gathering services (TV, radio, newspapers, magazines) from
expensive investigative work to nonsense tabloid stuff (this week it is Tiger Woods - thanks to serious news
organizations | know more than I've ever wanted to know about his wife, his doctor, etc. - but just go out and
try to get some solid info about the health care debate!)

He bemoans a number of trends, including the synergy type news that ABC, NBC & CBS do to promote new
books, movies or shows. He is concerned that the "iron core" of news is being ignored and is shrinking
because it is hard to produce and can be costly. By iron core he means the serious analysis news (not opinion
pieces) and investigative journalism that the public can trust. He is also unhappy (but not enough, in my
opinion) at advocacy "gotcha" journalism that undermines the public's faith.

He includes a nice history of journalism in America and plenty of first-hand examples from his own family's
experiences. His analysis of technological trends is spot-on and ties in neatly with the analysis in the book
Free: The Future of a Radical Price by Chris Anderson. At the end of the book he offers some interesting
predictions about where news is heading.

See all 66 customer reviews...
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